
BALLOT ISSUES INFORMATION FOR THE APRIL 5th ELECTION 
 
Columbia Public Schools 
 
QUESTION Shall The School District of Columbia, Boone County, Missouri, issue its general obligation 
bonds in the amount of Eighty Million Dollars ($80,000,000) for the purpose of paying costs of acquiring, 
constructing, improving, extending, repairing, remodeling, renovating, furnishing and equipping new 
and existing school facilities and acquiring land therefor, including, without limitation, constructing two 
new elementary schools, enhancing safety and security, improving facilities to comply with accessibility 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), renovating and upgrading aging facilities, 
repairing or replacing roofs, windows, parking lots, and heating and air conditioning, and improving 
technology?  
 
Information from the Columbia Public Schools: 
 
Q. What is the amount of the proposed bond issue? 
A. $80 million 
 
Q. Will the bond issue require a tax increase? 
A. No. A tax levy increase is not necessary to maintain and improve our facilities. The bond will only 
extend the current debt payoff period. 
 
Q. How is the bond debt paid? 
A. Bond debt is paid using the debt service fund. Debt service is one of four funds included in the school 
district’s tax levy. The fund is used to pay principal, interest and fees on outstanding bond issues. The 
debt service levy is $0.9719. The addition of the bond will not increase the debt service levy. 
 
Q. What is the difference between a tax levy and a bond issue? 
A. By law, bond issues only provide funds for new construction, renovation of existing facilities, 
technology and the purchase of equipment. Tax levy funds are used to pay for operating costs such as 
salaries, benefits, materials and supplies. Bond funds cannot be used to pay for operating expenses. The 
April 5 Election is a bond issue request of voters. 
 
Q. How will the funds be spent? 
A. New Construction 

• $25 million for a new elementary school on the John Warner Middle School property 

• $28 million for a new elementary school, including purchase of land, in a location to be 
determined 

Building Additions 

• $15 million for an addition and facility renovation at the Columbia Career Center 

• $4.5 million for a classroom addition to Eliot Battle Elementary School to address continued 
community growth 

Building Improvements 

• $3.5 million for ADA enhancements, facility maintenance and improvements, including roofs, 
tuckpointing, HVAC and other critical projects 

Safety & Security and Technology 



• $2 million for safety and security enhancements, including construction of additional secure 
vestibule single points of entry 

• $2 million for technology infrastructure needs 
 
Q. Why is there s need for these items? 
A. The Board of Education has adopted facility goals based on an evaluation of district facilities. These 
goals include addressing continued growth in our community; improving the physical and learning 
environments in all facilities; and increasing the functional life and efficiency of facilities. Additionally, 
the district’s facility plan includes areas of focus on projects to improve accessibility and safety and 
security across the district. 
 
Boone County and the City of Columbia Ballot Issues 
 
Proposition 1: Shall the County of Boone impose a local use tax at the same rate as the local sales tax 
rate, provided that if the local sales tax rate is reduced or raised by voter approval, the local use tax rate 
shall also be reduced or raised by the same action? 
 
PROPOSITION 1 Shall the City of Columbia, Missouri impose a local use tax at the same rate as the total 
local sales tax rate, provided that if the local sales tax rate is reduced or raised by voter approval, the 
local use tax rate shall also be reduced or raised by the same action? 
 
Information provided by Boone County Commissioner Janet Thompson and Columbia Director of 
Finance Matthew Lue: 
 
On April 5, 2022, voters in Boone County, the City of Columbia, and the City of Ashland will see 
“Proposition 1” on their ballots.  Proposition 1 asks if a “local use tax” should be imposed in each of 
those jurisdictions.  To decide that question, it is helpful to understand what a “use tax” is and how it 
works. 
 
Currently on the local level, sales tax is collected on sales made by local sellers—those who have a 
physical presence in the jurisdiction.  But, when we make a purchase from a seller not located here, no 
local sales tax is collected at all, neither here nor at the seller’s location.  For instance, when we buy a 
book from an online seller who has no physical presence here, we don’t pay that local sales tax.  But, 
when we buy the same book from the University Book Store, we pay local sales tax.   
 
In 2018, the United States Supreme Court held that use tax could be collected on sales made by a 
remote seller.  The issue had become more important as the way Americans bought and sold products 
underwent an enormous change.  Gone was the time when all books, clothes, sheets, towels, and even 
lumber for a remodeling job were purchased at a local “brick and mortar” store.  Instead, especially with 
the growth in popularity of the internet, more and more sales were made by companies with no physical 
presence in the local community.  By the time the Supreme Court Wayfair decision was handed down, 
over 50% of sales nation-wide were made by remote sellers. 
 
At the same time the percentage of online sales are skyrocketing, local governments are still relying on 
local sales tax to fund core functions of government, from public safety to road and bridge maintenance.  
In Boone County, for example, almost three quarters of the money required to support those core 
functions comes from sales tax.  The link between these two facts is thus apparent:  Without a use tax in 



place, local government is asked to maintain the same level of core services to an expanding population 
with a revenue stream that decreases with each remote sale that is made.   
 
The impact on local businesses is equally important to recognize.  Those brick and mortar businesses 
that not only grace “Main Street,” but also provide employment to local individuals, both in those 
businesses and as supporting businesses which repair air conditioning units or plumbing; remodel 
offices; build homes, or pave parking lots, are often not even considered when a purchase decision is 
made.  They have a distinct competitive disadvantage to those online sellers who currently do not 
collect local taxes at all.  And yet, to deliver their packages, those online sellers utilize the very road and 
bridge network that sales taxes support; they rely on law enforcement to assist them if “porch pirates” 
steal their packages, or if their delivery trucks are involved in collisions.   
 
 Questions? Janet Thompson jthompson@boonecountymo.org & Matthew Lue matthew.lue@como.gov.  

Paid for by Yes for Prop 1, Kee Groshong, Treasurer 

 
Information from the City of Columbia Website 
 
What is a Use Tax? 
 
A use tax is a local tax on goods purchased from out of state (most often online) for delivery to and use 
in the City of Columbia. Currently, the City of Columbia collects a 2 percent local tax on all goods and 
services purchased from local businesses. However, that is not the case for purchases made online from 
out-of-state vendors.  
 
For example, if a person purchases a piece of furniture at a store located here in Columbia, the vendor 
collects a state and local sales tax on that item. However, if the same person purchased the same piece 
of furniture online from a vendor located outside the state of Missouri, the vendor is not required to 
collect the same local sales tax.  
 
If voters approve Prop 1 on April 5, 2022, a 2 percent local use tax would be collected on goods and 
services purchased from out-of-state vendors. The revenue generated from the use tax would be 
allocated in the same manner as the City’s local sales tax which funds public safety, public health, streets 
and sidewalks. 
 
Residents would benefit from a use tax as it is estimated the City would be able to build new fire 
stations and hire as many as seven new firefighters and eight new police officers, while maintaining 
these items and positions going forward. The funds could also be used to repave up to 15 lane miles of 
roads and repair 30 city blocks of sidewalk annually. 
 
The use tax rate would be the exact same as the resident’s local sales tax rate. Residents would never 
have to pay both use and sales tax on the same purchase.  
 
What would a use tax mean for Columbia residents and businesses? 
 
A use tax would eliminate the disparity in tax rates collected by local and out-of-state sellers by 
imposing the same rate on all sellers. 
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With no local use tax in place, consumers have an incentive to purchase goods and services from out-of-
state vendors instead of buying locally.  If voters approve the Prop 1 ballot measure, online, out-of-state 
purchases would be taxed at the exact same rate as in-state purchases. 
 
It’s estimated that the City would collect $5.6 million annually through the use tax. The funds collected 
by the use tax would be spent in the same manner as the local sales tax. The use tax funds would be 
allocated to capital improvements, parks, transportation and the City’s general fund. The 50 percent 
that is allocated to the general fund is then further broken down into public safety, administrative 
support, health, parks, transportation and capital improvements. The largest piece of the general fund 
goes to fund public safety (57%). 
 
 
Funding sources that better reflect consumer behavior 
 
Online shopping has become much more prominent in recent years, and the general trend is that in-
store shopping is decreasing steadily. Nationwide, e-commerce sales rose 14.9 percent in 2019 to 
$601.7 billion and represented more than 11 percent of total sales. 
 
With the rise in e-commerce, the City is seeing a decline in sales tax growth. To keep pace with this 
trend, the City must modernize its revenue sources to continue to provide the essential services our 
residents expect. The City relies heavily on revenues from local sales tax to fund basic services, such as 
road maintenance and public safety.  Because the City doesn’t have a use tax in place, Columbia has 
missed out on approximately $30 million in tax revenue due to online shopping over the last five years. 
 
To see graphics and above material, go to: 
 
https://www.como.gov/use-
tax/?fbclid=IwAR2QDP30JvkDthvAHmwUAJ3ZBu9nXAVr5RmBPd4ailkoLZIeSr6aEdTZ10c 
 
 
 
 


