
 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS OF 
INTEREST 

January 
• Privatization Study Com. 

Mtg., Sun., 3:30 pm, Jan. 8, 
Library B 

• Board Mtg., 6:30 pm, Mon.,  
Jan. 9, Boone Electric 
Coop. 

• Diversity Breakfast, 
Thurs., Jan. 12 

• Energy Matters Com., 
Thurs., Jan 12. 9:30am, 
Library Conf. Rm. B 

• Civil Liberties Com., Mtg., 
Thurs., Jan 12, 1:15 pm 

        Library 
• Education Com., Mon., 

Jan. 16, 6:30 p.m., Library 
• Environmental Summit, 8 

am-3 pm, MU 
• Chili Potluck & LWVUS 

Program Review, Thurs., 
Jan 19, 6 pm, Boone Elec-
tric Coop 

• LWVMO Board Mtg., Sat., 
Jan 21, Jack’s, 9:30 am 

 
February 

• Legislative Town Hall, 
Thurs., Feb. 2, 7:00 pm, 
Library 
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What Should LWVUS Do in 2012-14? 

 Every two years, LWVUS asks each local League to review 
the national positions or program. As you know, “Program, a three –
part process that is a core component of the League’s mission, is 
composed of program planning, study and consensus, and advo-
cacy.”  This year, each local or state League has the option to pro-

pose one new study, or one review and update, or one concurrence or to make no rec-
ommendation.  The deadline for submitting our recommendation is March 1, 2012. 
 Although convention delegates next June will be asked to reaffirm the entire 
Program, local Leagues are no longer asked to do so.  However, if you haven’t read the 
Program for awhile, you may want to review Impact of Issues 2010-12 on the new 
League website. 
 We are having a Chili Potluck on Thursday, January 19th, to discuss which 
of the above options we wish to submit to LWVUS.  Board members will supply the chili; 
you only need to bring a dessert or salad to share.  If time allows, we will begin discuss-
ing what, if any, changes we would like to make in our local program.  Come and share  
your thoughts! 
 

Chili Potluck & Program Planning Discussion 
6:00 p.m., Thursday, January 19, 2012 

Boone Electric Coop Community Room 

Fact Checking 
  
Want to check the accuracy 
of allegations  or emails?  Go 
to … 
     www.politifact.com or  
     www.factcheck.org 
     www.snopes..com 

 Members of the Energy Matters Committee will be meeting with Tim Teddy, 
Director of the Community Development Department, at its monthly meeting on Thurs-
day, January 12, at 9::30 a.m. in the Library, conference room B.  All League members 
are invited to participate in this meeting.  The major topic of discussion will be commu-
nity planning procedures and code enforcement, including the updated energy efficiency 
building code.  

Energy Meeting with Tim Teddy 

The great and invigorating influences in American life have been 
the unorthodox: the people who challenge an existing institution or 
way of life, or say and do things that make people think. 

William O. Douglas 
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Methane Gas and the Atmosphere 

 This paper updates the problem of methane as a pollutant and contributing factors.  Methane is important  -  as a 
greenhouse gas it is 23 times as powerful as CO2. 
 On July 17, 2006, the Columbia City Council passed a resolution adopting the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection.  The 
resolution states that Columbia will strive to meet or exceed Kyoto Protocol targets for reducing global warming pollution by 
taking actions in city operations and in the community.  City staff was charged with the first step in accomplishing the goal  -  
completing an inventory of CO2 emission within the city limits. 
 The Missouri Department of Natural Resources funded a 1999 study to classify and quantify the waste entering all 
Missouri landfills.  This report was used to characterize the incoming Columbia landfill waste and estimate methane produc-
tion.  Not all of the carbon that enters the landfill as waste is converted to methane in decomposition.  Some of the carbon 
remains n the ground and, therefore, landfills are sometimes considered carbon sinks rather than emitters.  In this inventory, 
all landfill emissions add to the total emitted CO2 amount. (1) 
 Methane has a global warming potential (GWP) of 30.  This means that every kilogram of methane emitted to the 
atmosphere has the equivalent forcing effect of the earth’s climate of 30 times that of carbon dioxide over a 100-year period.  
However, recent  research by Shindell, et al.(2) has demonstrated that the actual strength of methane is much higher than 
conventionally thought. 
 Combined with the fact that the percentage rate of concentration of methane increases significantly greater than 
that of CO2, one can argue that the role of methane in greenhouse gas accumulation appears to be comparable with carbon 
dioxide.  Concentrations of methane in the atmosphere have more than doubled since the pre-industrial period, rising from 
around 750 parts per billion (ppb) in 1750 to the 2010 level of around 1850 ppb.  In the last decade, the rate has slowed, but 
recent analyses suggest that this may be due to transient reductions from natural sources brought about by low rainfall.  If 
rainfall in these major source areas returns to normal, methane concentrations can be expected to increase. (3) 
 Apart from gas fields, an alternative method of obtaining methane is via biogas generated by the fermentation of 
organic matter, including manure wastewater sludge, municipal solid waste (including landfills), or any other biodegradable 
feedstock under anaerobic conditions. 
 How much methane is produced by livestock?  Globally, ruminant livestock produce about 80 million metric tons of 
methane annually, accounting for about 28% of global methane emissions from human-related activities.  An adult cow 
maybe a very small source by itself, emitting only 80-100 kilograms of methane, but with 100 million cattle in the U.S. and 
1.2 billion large ruminants (e.g., cattle, sheep, buffalo and goats) in the world can contribute to global climate change. (4) 
 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Why is Revenue a Bad Word?  

 The  most recent program in the League Presents series on CAT TV is “Why is Revenue a Bad Word?”  
If you missed the original showing, you can see it again at one of these times on the CAT-TV channel (Mediacom 
channel 85) or on the CAT-TV website (www.columbiaaccess.tv), with a little bit of exploring.  (Go to the Program 
Schedule, find one of the times below and click on it.  If you are patient, the program will come up.)  The program 

is moderated by Jim Robertson of the Columbia Daily Tribune. 
 
 The League Presents airs in its permanent time slots:     Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday at 7AM 
          Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday at 7:30PM 

He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from oppression; 
for if he violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself. 

                  Thomas Paine 
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Outstanding Citizen for 2011 

Lucille Salerno received the League’s Outstanding Citizen of the Year award last month.  The following citation was read at 
the luncheon when Lucille was given her award. 
 
 Now is the time when we recognize our Outstanding Citizen of the Year for 2011—Dr.  
Lucille Salerno-Denninghoff.  We think of the many lives Lucille has touched in positive ways in 
her various roles including:  

• Director of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
• Founder and organizer of the J. W. Blind Boone Ragtime and Early Jazz 

Festival 
• Prime mover of the Boone home  restoration and of the J.W. Blind Boone Heritage Foundation 

 
   Lucille moved to Columbia in 1974, which was good luck for Columbia.  Lucille’s leadership, her unlimited enthusi-
asm and her dedicated hard work have made her projects major factors in the cultural, historical, and educational life of the 
citizens of Columbia.  Without her, these entities likely would not be here today and certainly not in such a vibrant form. 
   Many of us have been inspired and benefited from the classes at Osher.  Lucille has single-handedly written grants, 
secured exciting volunteer teachers from numerous fields, and personally overseen the execution of the classes.  What a 
powerful effect Osher has had on the lives of many because of Lucille Salerno. 
   The J. W. Blind Boone Ragtime and Early Jazz Festival would not exist without Lucille’s vision, perseverance, lead-
ership and knowledge of the Boone music and history.  At her persuasion, outstanding musicians come from all over the 
world, often due to their respect and admiration for Lucille.  Showing great nerve and vision, she founded the Festival in 
1991 and has served as director, coordinator, fund raiser, and has done whatever needs doing to make the Festival happen.  
 Lucille has been a leader and promoter in the restoration efforts of the J. W. Blind Boone Home.  The house was in 
danger of demolition because of its poor condition.  It now stands fully restored on the outside and is stabilized and ready for 
the next steps in making it an outstanding historic landmark for Columbia celebrating the life and accomplishments of J. W. 
Blind Boone, a nationally respected black ragtime piano player and composer.   Lucille was among those who urged the 
city’s purchase of the house.  She began calling the annual ragtime festival the J.W. Blind Boone Ragtime and Early Jazz 
Festival to call attention to the efforts to save the Boone home.  She is President Emerita of the J. W. Blind Boone Heritage 
Foundation.  

   For many years, Lucille shared her love of ragtime by hosting the Early Times 
show on KOPN, starting at 0600 a.m.  It was a great way to start Sunday morning by hear-
ing Lucille’s voice introducing old favorites and new recordings of ragtime and early jazz. 
   The Peace Studies Program at the University of Missouri has benefited from 
Lucille’s energy and skills.  She conceived the idea for, and administered, a Peace Camp for 
youth that focused on conflict resolution.  
   Lucille became active in the League of Women Voters in her early years in Colum-
bia—securing a grant for the League and the Missouri Women’s Network in late 1989 that 
assisted the groups to join the effort for pay equity for Missouri women.  She is a current 

member. 
 After many years of combining study and work, Lucille received a doctorate in social psychology in 1991 from the 
University of Missouri.  She has been honored with a Distinguished Service Award from the University’s College of Arts and 
Science and has received a Governor’s Award from the Missouri Humanities Council for excellence in Community Heritage. 
   It is Lucille’s warmth, charm, and passion that have made her such an effective leader.  Her dedication and willing-
ness to devote huge numbers of hours to projects has enabled her to see them to fruition.  Lucille is our unselfish, humble, 
cultural icon who gives of her time and talents in such generous measure to bring us together for learning and music. The 
citizens of Columbia and Boone County are indebted to Dr. Lucille Salerno-Denninghoff for her immense contributions to the 
quality of life here.   
 
(Pictured above are 2010 awardees, Darwin & Axie Hindman, President Kaiser, Lucile Salerno-Denninghoff and Jim 
Denninghoff.) 
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What’s Happening with Columbia’s Energy Use 

Dues:  Send to Liz Schmidt, 1700 Forum Blvd, #3101, 65203.  We appreci-
ate gifts to our regular operating fund, which may be over and above your 
dues.  If you wish to make a tax deductible gift to the LWV Education Fund, 
please make a separate check, payable to the LWVMO Education Fund.  

 Columbia’s new City Manager, Mike Matthes, and Barbara Buffaloe, manager of the Office of Sustainability, attracted 
a standing-room only audience to the Columbia Public Library on November 15.  The event was the public’s first opportunity 
to hear Matthes’ views on the future of Columbia’s energy conservation and renewable energy programs.   He praised the city 

for its vision in establishing sustainability goals and energy efficiency programs.  Commenting 
that his college major had been renewable energy, he noted that renewable sources now pro-
vide 5.1% of Columbia’s electric supply – a year ahead of the amount required by the renew-
able energy ordinance. Talking about new developments since his move to Columbia last 
May, he said the city has begun to install “acres of solar panels” leased from Omaha-based 
Free Power Company on various city-owned sites.   
    Sharing the spotlight, Barbara Buffaloe talked about the energy upgrades on city-

owned buildings accomplished with the sizable federal grant she manages.  Since February 2010, 600,000 sq. ft. has been 
audited, and “easy fixes, like energy efficient lights, have produced lots of savings – enough,” she joked, “for me to stay a 
couple more years.”  As Mike Matthes nodded in agreement, she expressed appreciation for his support.  Buffaloe plans to 
help downtown businesses finance energy assessments and upgrades with a $250,000 grant through the EPA’s Green Cities 
program.  Regarding implementation of the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement to reduce greenhouse gases, she stated 
that the city is doing many things already; she plans to have a report card ready by Earth Day, 2012.  She also indicated that 
Columbia’s greenhouse gas inventory would be updated and suggested setting up an Eco-District to get “smart power” into 
homes.   
   People lined up at the microphone during the lively Q&A period.  In response to a question about local renewable 
energy, Matthes said “biomass”.  “We burn coal – it’s dirty.  We burn wood with it now.  Cornstalks may be next.”  He ex-
plained that a company called “Ingenuity” pressure-treats corn stalks to produce pellets and “we have a railroad to bring it in”. 
Next spring Water & Light will test the material at the local power plant.   
   The transit system, PACE program and recycling were also popular topics. On recycling, Buffaloe happily an-
nounced, “Recycling broke even for the first time ever this year”.   
   In closing the program moderator Dick Parker thanked the League’s co-sponsors, the public library and the Sierra 
Club, and encouraged people to sign the “Clean Air Promise” cards.   

Win Colwill, Co-Chair 
Energy Matters Committee 

       League Snow Policy:  If school is cancelled by the Columbia Public School district, all         
  League activities for that day are also cancelled.  
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MYTH: Voter impersonation is a widespread problem. 
FACT: Between 2002 and 2007, after undertaking a massive investigation into voting irregularities, the U.S. 
Justice Department did not prosecute a single individual for impersonating another voter at the polls.  
 
MYTH: Third party registration drives contribute to voter impersonation. 
FACT: Since 2008, only 31 cases of suspected voter impersonation have been reported to Florida authorities. But due to a 
restrictive new law there, the League has been forced to suspend its Florida voter registration activities for the first time in 72 
years. 
 
MYTH: Everyone either has an ID or can easily obtain one. 
FACT: 11 percent of eligible voters or about 21 million people, don’t have updated, state-issued photo IDs. Furthermore, 
most states require producing a passport or birth certificate to get one. This presents a tremendous burden for people who 
work multiple jobs, lack transportation, have disabilities, live outside the state they were born, are poor or elderly. 
 
MYTH: Election Day registration invites voter impersonation. 
FACT: An investigation by the Secretary of State in Maine – which was the first state to adopt Election Day registration – did 
not find evidence of voting irregularities due to same day registration. 

 
MYTH: Early voting increases voter impersonation. 
FACT: Incidents of impersonation in early voting are just as rare as they are in Election Day balloting. A CBS 
News report on 17 early voting states revealed no widespread signs of irregularities in the 2008 election. 
 

For more information, go to www.lwv.org.  

5 Myths About Voter Impersonation 

Methane Gas and the Atmosphere, continued 
 Another source of methane is rice crops grown in flooded fields.  In China, farmers began planting a hybrid breed of 
rice that needed less water, thus allowing for periodic draining of rice paddies.  By not leaving land flooded the entire year 
and alternating other crops, Khalil and others found that farmers reduced the anaerobic conditions that produced methane. (5) 
(Aslam Khalil, professor of physics at Portland State University, was the first to recognize the importance of methane in 
1981.) 
 On November 3, 2011, LWVUS sent a letter to the Senate urging the Senators to oppose Senate Bill 1786, which 
would block the ability of the Environmental Protection Agency to cleanup life-threatening toxic air pollution. (6)  
 Columbia now generates electricity using methane from landfill in Columbia and Jefferson City.  Methane is also 
used for electricity and heat at Columbia’s Waste Water Treatment Plant.  What else can we do in Columbia and individually 
to reduce greenhouse gasses? (7) 

Submitted by Barbara Allen 
Member, Energy Matters Committee 

 
(1) Web: International Center for Leadership….trainers share their expertise in the management of change, achieving high standards. 
(2) Web:  Missouri Department of Natural Resources… landfill gas information: The Division of Energy supports more widespread de-

velopment and customized solution for our client. 
(3) Web: Interview with Dr. Drew Shindell of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISSO August, 2008) 
(4) Web: The Encyclopedia of Earth… role of methane 
(5) Web: Aslam Khalil, Professor of Physics & Director, Environmental Science and Resources Program, Portland State University 
(6) Www.lwv.org 
(7) Www.gocolumbiamo.com/PublicWorks/Sewer/dept 
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 Pathways to Amending the Missouri Constitution 

 The following presentation was made by David Leuthold at the LWVMO Fall Conference in Sedalia, November 5, 
2011.  Dr. Leuthold gave permission for it to be included in the Voter. 
 
By Constitutional convention:  Procedure adopted in the 1820 constitution, which was written by the legislature.  Con-

ventions proposed the constitutions of 1845, 1865, 1875 and 1945.   All constitutions except the first (in 1820) re-
quired a vote of the people for adoption.   The 1845 convention adopted a constitution which was rejected by voters 
and never went into effect.   An amendment adopted in 1920 required a public vote on a constitutional convention 
every twenty years.   Voters voted yes in 1922 (resulting in six amendments), yes in 1942 (resulting in the 1945 con-
stitution), no in 1962, 1982, and 2002 (35% yes). 
 

By amendments initiated by the legislature and approved by the people.  Procedure adopted in 1875.  Requires ma-
jority in each house and majority of votes cast at the next regular general election or at a special election called by the 
governor. 
        Legislatively proposed amendments to be voted on in 2012 include (more could be added by 2012 legis-

lature):  (1)  HJR 2, guaranteeing a citizen’s right to choose any religion or no religion at all, reaffirmed by prohib-
iting the state or any of its political subdivisions from establishing an official state religion and from coercing any 
person to participate in any prayer or other religious activity.  (2) SJR 2 providing for advance voting and voter 
identification at the polls. 

 
By amendments initiated by initiative petition.  Procedure adopted in 1908.  Requirements include signatures of at 

least 8% of the legal voters (the number who voted for Governor in the last election) in each of at least 2/3rds of the 
state’s congressional districts (i.e. 6 of 9) [about 150,000 signatures], petitions to be filed with the Secretary of State at 
least 4 months before the election, and then approval by the voters. 

Amendments adopted by this process include creation of the conservation commission in 1936, the non-
partisan court plan for metropolitan and appellate courts in 1940, the Hancock Amendment limiting state 
expenditure increases  to personal income increases in 1980, term limits for state legislators in 1992, 
and barring gay marriages in 2004. 

Proposed constitutional amendments being circulated now (so that they may or may not appear on a 
2012 ballot):  

(1) 60% tax credit for contributions to MO incorporated and operated charities, in addition to current tax de-
ductions  

(2) create new restrictions on use of eminent domain;   
(3) eliminate property taxes for property used for religious, educational or charitable purposes;  
(4) reduce the Missouri House of Representatives from 163 to 103 members beginning in 2023;  
(5) return the St. Louis and Kansas City police departments to local control;  
(6) require a 3/4ths vote of legislature to alter provisions of laws passed via initiative petition;  
(7) substitute a sales tax of not more than 5.5% on food and 7 percent on goods and services for present 

state sales taxes and personal income taxes and corporation income taxes. Combined MO and local 
sales taxes must not exceed 10%. 

 
By decision of the U.S. Supreme Court:    Example: Brown v. Board of Education outlawed segregated schools, which 

were required by the Missouri constitution. 
 

 By decision of the Missouri Supreme Court:  Example: In 1953, the Missouri Supreme Court interpreted the provision 
prohibiting aid to religious institutions as denying state and local school authorities the power to provide bus transpor-
tation to children attending parochial schools. 



 

 

THE  V OTER  P AGE  7  

Membership 

 We are now collecting dues through December for 2012.  (If you have an 
"11" after your name, you are presently paid.  When you pay for 2012, a "12" will 
appear after your name.  Our membership year runs January 1-December 31.)    
 To join the League or renew your membership, fill in the information below 
and mail it, with your check, to Membership Chair, League of Women Voters, PO 
Box 239, Columbia, MO  65205. 
 Dues are $55 for individuals, $80 for a household and $15 for local stu-
dents.   
 
If you are a member and wish to receive a membership list, please contact Liz 
Schmidt at 445-0655 or email at lizschmidt@centurytel.net.  
 
Name___________________________________________________________  
 
Email Address____________________________________________________ 
 
Street____________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________   State______   Zip Code_____________ 
 
Telephone________________________________________________________ 
 
I am particularly interested in ___________________________________________ 
 
(Note: Tax deductible donations to the Education Fund should be a separate check, 
payable to LWVMO Education Fund.) 
 
For more information, contact Liz Schmidt at 445-0655 or Linda Brown at 447-
3939. 

Officers 
President:  Linda Kaiser (474-1407) 
1st Vice President:  
2nd Vice President:  Carol Schreiber 
 (657-1467) 
Secretary: Joni O’Connor (234-1012) 
Treasurer: Liz Schmidt (445-0655) 
 

Board Members & 
Committee Chairs 

Budget: Shirley Troth (443-7033) 
CAT TV:  Carol Schreiber  (657-1467) 
Civil Liberties:  Linda Kaiser &  
 Aline Kultgen (449-2149) 
Communications:  Maydell Senn 
 (445-7844) 
Discussion Groups/Unit Meetings:  
 Midge Pinkerton (445-2052) 
Education:  Holly Burgess (449-0625)
 & Zona Burk (234-1083) 
Energy Matters:  Win Colwill (445- 
 4663) & Dick Parker (below) 
Historian: Marilyn McLeod (445-3500) 
Hospitality: Pam Springsteel 
 (445-0642) 
Land Use/Sunshine Coalition:  Jo 
  Sapp (443-8964) 
Membership:  Linda Lenau Brown  
 (447-3939) & Liz Schmidt 
Mental Health: Lael Von Holt
 (443-7747)  
Nominating:   Sarah Wolcott  
 (449-4407) 
Other:  Joan Eisenstark (449-5790) & 
 Ava Fajen (424-4254) 
Peace:  Dick Parker (256-4397) 
Voter Editors:  Joni O’Connor & 
 Linda Kaiser 
Voter Service: Carol Schreiber 
Web & Social Media: Rachel Brekhus
 (875-4295) 

 
Meetings 

Board:  2nd Monday, 6:30 pm, 
    Boone Electric Coop 
Civil Liberties:  2nd Thurs., 1:15 pm* 
Education:  Varies 
Energy Matters:  2nd Thurs., 9:30 am* 
Fundraising:  Varies 
Peace:  Varies 
Voter Service: Varies* 

     *Meetings at Library 

Would you like to see the Voter in color?  Save the League printing and mail-
ing costs?  You can now get the Voter direct to your computer 

early by contacting co-editor Linda Kaiser at  
lindaskaiser@gmail.com.  Let her know you would like to 

receive your Voter via email and the email address you would 
like used. 

 

Websites 
 

  lwvcbc.wordpress.com (local) 
  lwvmissouri.org (state)  
  lwv.org (national) 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Columbia – Boone County MO 
P.O. Box 239 
Columbia, MO 65205 
http://lwvcbc.wordpress.com 
 
 
LWV:  Where hands-on work  to safeguard 
democracy leads  to civic  improvement. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
Privatization 
Study Com, 
3:30 pm, Lib. B 

9 
Board mtg. 6:30, 
Boone Electric 
 
 

10 11 
 

12 
Diversity Breakfast 
Energy Matters Com, 
9:30 am, Library  rm. B 
Civil Lib. Com., 1:15 
pm, Library B 

13 
 

14 

15 16 
Education Com, 
Library B, 6:30 pm 

17 18 19 
Chili Potluck & LWVUS  
Program Planning, 
Boone Electric Coop, 6 
pm 
 

20 
 

21 
LWVMO Board 
Mtg., Jack’s 
9:30-3:30 

22 23 24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 30 
 

31 Feb. 1 Feb. 2 
Legislative Town Hall, 
7 pm, Library 
 

Feb. 3 Feb. 4 

Feb. 5 Feb. 6 
 

Feb. 7 Feb. 8 Feb. 9 
Energy Com., 9:30 am 
Civil Lib. Mtg., 1:15 pm 

Feb. 10 Feb. 11 
 

       


