
 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Election Day, Tuesday, 
Apr. 5 

• Civil Liberties Com. Mtg., 
Thurs., Apr. 7 1: 15 pm., 
Library 

• Peace Com., Fri., Apr. 8,   
9 am, Library 

• Energy Matters Com, 
Tues., Apr. 12, 1 pm, Li-
brary 

• “Anchors Away,” Tues., 
Apr. 12, 7 pm, Library 

• Earth Day Fair, Sun., Apr. 
17, Elm Street 

• Board Mtg., Mon., April 25, 
6:30 p.m., Boone Electric 

• Annual meeting, Tues., 
Apr. 26, 5:30 p.m., Jack’s 

 
May 

• Civil Liberties Com. Mtg., 
Thurs., May 12, 1: 15 pm., 
Library 

• Peace Com., Fri., May 13,   
9 am, Library 

• Energy Matters Com, 
Tues., May 17, 1 pm, Li-
brary 

• Mental Health program, 
Wed., May 18, 7 pm, Li-
brary 
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Born in the USA 
 Those of us who lived through the Civil Rights movement are likely to be famil-
iar with the due process and equal protection under the law that the 14th Amendment 
ensures for all Americans.  But more recently another part of the 14th Amendment is 
being scrutinized and questioned: 
          "All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the  
          Jurisdiction thereof, are   citizens of the United States and of the State 
           wherein they reside." 
   Although the language is explicit and unambiguous, some Americans who want 
to end illegal immigration believe that the primary reason some undocumented immi-
grants come to the US is to give birth in order to deliberately establish a link to citizen-
ship for themselves. If America can deny citizenship to these so called "Anchor Babies", 
the argument goes, America can end illegal immigration. 
   There have been other unsuccessful attempts to change the right of birthright 
citizenship in the past, both in the states and in Washington DC.  But for almost 150 
years this right has been an integral element in our values and our culture.  The US Su-
preme Court has also faced this question before and has ruled that children born in the 
US are citizens. 
   In January of this year Constitutional scholars and legislators from 14 states 
met in Washington DC to launch "State Legislators for Legal Immigration" (SLLI). Foun-
der Daryl Metcalfe (R-Butler County, Pennsylvania) believes that the 14th Amendment 
has been misinterpreted and that the primary requirements for US citizenship are not 
geographic but rather dependent on total allegiance to America. His group has produced 
some model legislation for the states that will restore what they consider to be the 
amendment’s original intent. Included in this legislation is a bill that would require that 
only babies born to at least one permanent resident or citizen be granted citizenship in 
that state. 
 SLLI also plans to create a state compact around such laws as they are passed 
by various states.  This would require congressional approval but then could become 
federal law and would not need Presidential approval. SLLI members openly admit that 
their goal is to force the Supreme Court to rule on this issue. 
   In response to this movement, a coalition has formed calling itself "Americans 
for Constitutional Citizenship".  They believe that such attempts to rewrite state citizen-
ship laws are patently unconstitutional and are dedicated to protecting the 14th Amend-
ment and birthright citizenship. Both groups have web sites if you wish to read more 
about them. 
 Because this issue raises many important questions and is likely to have major 
consequences, the Civil Liberties Committee, along with Columbia Public Library, has 
pulled together a very knowledgeable panel to educate us and the community on this 
controversy.  Anchors Away:  The 14th Amendment, Immigration, and Anchor Ba-
bies will take place on April 12, at 7:00 p.m., in the Columbia Public Library Friends 
Room.  Refreshments are at 6:30.  Our speakers are:  Breanne Ardila and Karla Kling-
ner Diaz, immigration attorneys in Columbia, and Terry Schlemeier, Jefferson City con-
sultant and lobbyist and sometimes columnist for the Tribune. 

Fact Checking 
  
In this political climate, citi-
zens wanting to check the 
accuracy of allegations about 
political figures can go to … 
 
     www.politifact.com or  
     www.factcheck.org 
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 I recently attended the Open Missouri Forum put on by the Reynolds Journalism Institute as well as the 
annual meeting of the Missouri Sunshine Coalition, one of the co-sponsors.  Both our local League and LWVMO 
are also members of the Missouri Sunshine coalition. 
 Although the primary target audience for the program was working journalists, the information was  also 
of use and importance to those of us interested in knowing what data is being kept by various government agen-
cies and how that data might be obtained. 
 What kind of information you might ask?  The Columbia Missourian recently reported that the Missouri 

Ethics Commission now includes committees formed to support and oppose ballot measures in its searchable data base of 
campaign finance records.  The Commission also reportedly is planning to allow searches for political action committee 
spending.  Given the large amounts of money involved in election campaigns these days, both seem to be good additions for 
those interested in transparency in government.  This and other such information can be found at www.mec.mo.gov. 

One interesting bit of news to come out of the Open Missouri program was the unveiling of a new resource created 
under the auspices of the Reynolds Journalism Institute—a listing of many of the data bases maintained by the state govern-
ment.  It can be found at www.openmisouri.org.  In some cases, the site will also help you complete a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request. 

The League has long been supportive of transparency in government and Sunshine laws.  We think this is such an 
important issue that information on sources of data will regularly appear in these pages.  As we identify sites of particular 
interest to you, our members, we may even be able to add links to such data bases on our local website.  If you have a site 
of particular interest, or just have a question about finding information on a particular matter, please let us  know. 

 
 
 

 Linda Kaiser 
President 

Aware and Curious? 

Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting is a time for all members of the League to voice their opinions on what our local 
League is about and to elect new board members.  It is also a great time to re-establish connections 
with other members and to have a good time. 
 This year, the annual meeting will be held at Jack’s on Business Loop 70 (across from West-
lake’s)  on Tuesday, April 26.  The evening begins with informal interaction at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 
6:00 p.m. followed by the business meeting.  Entrée choices, which you can select that evening, in-
clude brown sugar brined pork chop, chicken cordon bleu, beef tip pappardelle pasta or a vegetarian 

entrée along with soup and salad .  The cost is $22.00 (which also includes tax and tip) .  Please make your reservations 
before April 19th with Liz Schmidt, 1700 Forum Blvd., #3101, Columbia, MO 65203 and include your check (see enclosed 
form). 
 The agenda will include election of 1st Vice President, Secretary and five board members (see report of the Nomi-
nating Committee on page 4) as well as approval of the 2011-12 budget and the program.  (The board is recommending no 
changes to the program.) 
 
 
Come and join us for a good time! 
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Commissions and Boards 

 Interested in what goes on in the county and/or city or want to get involved but aren't sure how?  The League is 
always looking for observers  for various advisory groups (including City Council and County Commission); contact President 
Linda Kaiser for more information. 
 
 The County currently has vacancies on the following boards and commissions.  For more information or an applica-
tion form, call the Boone County Commission at 886-4305, visit the office at 801 E. Walnut, Room 333, go to the Commission website at  
www.showmeboone.com. 
  Senior Citizens Services Corporation  
  Board of Parks Commission 
  Boone County Community Services Advisory  
  Mental Health Board 
  Road & Bridge Advisory Committee  
  Vicious Dog Board 
   Senior Board  
 
 The City of Columbia also has vacancies on a number of boards and commissions.  For more information or an application 
form, call the City Clerk at  874-7207, visit the office at  City Hall, or go to the City’s website at www.gocolumbiamo.com. 
  Board of Adjustment  
  Board of Mechanical Examiners 
  Building Construction Codes Commission 
  C.A.R.E. Advisory Board 
  Downtown Columbia Leadership Council 
  Health Insurance Appeals Board 
  Planning and Zoning Commission 
  University of Missouri Extension Council of Boone County 
    

LWV Presents 

Women Running for Public Office: 
 Holly Burgess moderated our March CAT TV show on Women Running for Public Office. Mary Anne 
McCollum, first female mayor of Columbia, Laura Nauser, Columbia City Councilwoman, and Karen Miller, 
Boone County Commissioner, were our panelists. We had a lively discussion with many personal viewpoints 
of what it takes for a woman to run and serve in public office. The program can be seen any time on CAT TV’s 
website, www.columbiaccess.tv. 
  
Students and the Environment: 
 To celebrate Earth Day in April, Jan Weaver will moderate a panel of students representing environmental groups 
from our Columbia University and College campuses. They will discuss what their groups are doing in recycling and other 
environmental projects. The program will air live on Wednesday, April 13th at 7:00 p.m. on CAT TV. 
 

Carol Schreiber 

 We must not always judge of the generality of the opinion by the noise of the acclamation. 
Edmund Burke 
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Nominating Committee Report 

Each year the membership elects 5 members for a 2-year term on the board and 2 or 3 of the five officers as well as a chair 
and two members for the following year’s Nominating committee.  Nominations may also be made from the floor at the annual 
meeting.  This year the Committee is composed of Sarah Wolcott-Twaddle (Chair), Janis Godfrey, Betsey Winnacker, Lael 
Von Holt and Holly Burgess.  The Nominating Committee has made the following recommendations: 
 
 Nominations for Officers:  First Vice President:  Elda Kurzejeski  (2011-2013) 
     Secretary:  Joni O'Connor (2011-2013) 
 
 Nominations for Directors:  Rachel Brekhus  (2011-2013) 
     Winifred Colwill  (2011-2013) 
     Joan Eisenstark  (2011-2013) 
     Ava Fajen  (2011-2013) 
     Pam Springsteel  (2011-2013) 
 
 Nominations for 2012 Nominating Committee: Janis Godfrey 
       Marie Scruggs 
       Sarah Wolcott-Twaddle 

Comprehensive Plan Task Force  

 At the conclusion of the visioning process and as its first step toward implementation, the City of 
Columbia established a Comprehensive Plan Task Force to advise and assist the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission in all phases of developing a new long-range plan. The task force’s charge was to use the Final Vi-
sioning Report as a basic reference as it established vision statements, goals, objectives and policies. The 
15-member task force was organized in late 2009 and began work in January of 2010. 

   Over the past year, the task force heard from virtually every city department and learned about the various long-
range planning activities of other agencies that might impact the city’s plan. Subcommittees were formed to extract goals and 
objectives from the Final Visioning Report and to explore and report on comprehensive plans from other communities. You’ll 
find all of the presentations and reports on the city website (www.gocolumbiamo.com) by clicking on city government, then 
on boards and commissions, then on Comprehensive Plan Task Force. 
 Now it’s the public’s turn to weigh in. Beginning in April, a series of public events will solicit input from a wide swath 
of the community. The task force wants to know what you think of the work it’s done and the direction it’s taking. It also seeks 
feedback on how conditions and attitudes have changed since the conclusion of the visioning process.  
   The League’s civic involvement and energy are needed. Watch for an announcement of the place, date, and time of 
the first public event and lend your voice to planning for Columbia’s long-term health. 
 

Jo Sapp 

Mark Adams, a mission co-worker with the Presbyterian Border Ministries in Agua Prieta, Mexico, and 
U.S. coordinator of the bi-national ministry, "Frontera de Cristo," will speak on "The Migration of Borders, 
People and Policies" at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, April 5 on the MU Campus in Arts & Sciences 113. This free 
presentation will address the problems faced by migrants as they try to reach the U.S. Adams will discuss 
the causes that drive them north, the journey itself and the lives they lead after arrival. For more informa-
tion, please call Center on Religion & the Professions at 573-882-9257. 
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Testifying  at City Council Meeting 

Win Colwill, Energy Matters Co-Chair, testified last month in support of including energy conservation requirements in the 
updated residential code revisions.  Here is what she said on behalf of t he League: 
 

“I’m speaking tonight on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Columbia-Boone County in support of the pro-
posal to adopt all residential energy efficiency codes contained in Chapter 11 of the 2009 International Residential Code.  
   In recommending only partial adoption of Chapter 11, the Building Construction Code Commission omitted or weak-
ened several important energy-efficiency provisions, such as air duct insulation and testing, airtight recessed lighting fixtures 
and HVAC equipment sizing. 
   The American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy states (and I quote), “The value of energy efficiency in prop-
erly implemented construction standards is universally recognized as the easiest and most cost-effective way to help con-
sumers save energy and money, make housing more affordable, and reduce air pollution. All of these  
benefits are difficult or impossible to capture if not taken into consideration at the time of construction.” 
 Recessed lighting fixtures are a good example.  An energy audit of my home last year with a blower-door test 
showed the recessed lighting fixtures were allowing large amounts of heated air to be lost to the attic. The auditor said this 
was a common problem. However, retrofitting proved to be difficult, or in some cases, impossible, because of restricted ac-
cess to the fixtures from the attic.  Adoption of all the energy-efficiency codes in Chapter 11 of the IRC would prevent need-
less energy losses like this, and lower homeowners’ utility bills. 
   Leaky and poorly insulated duct work is another common problem.  According to a Department of Energy report, 
"Typical duct systems lose 25 to 40 percent of the heating or cooling energy put out by the central furnace, heat pump, or air 
conditioner".  The Building Code Commission nevertheless recommends less duct insulation than the 2009 IRC calls for and 
weakens verification of duct tightness in unconditioned spaces, like the attic, by making pressure testing optional.  Weaken-
ing the standards in the 2009 IRC means higher utility bills for homeowners year after year. 
 Columbia residents have shown with their voices and their votes that they care about energy efficiency and sustain-
ability.  The 2009 IRC’s energy efficient building standards… with effective enforcement… will pay back their initial cost in 
energy savings for homeowners.  
   Columbia is growing rapidly and many new homes are being constructed which are likely to last 75 to 100 years or 
more.   Adoption of the energy efficiency standards in the 2009 International Residential Code will benefit all Columbians by 
slowing the rise in energy demand and the need for new generating capacity …as well as help the city meet its commitment 
to reduce greenhouse gases as stated in the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement.” 

Come to the Fair! 

The 2011 Earth Day Fair is just around the corner and we are looking for 
volunteers to help develop, or work at the League’s booth on Eco-Avenue. 
The fair will be held at Peace Park and surrounding streets on Sunday, 
April 17, from noon to 6:30 p.m. (Rain date is May 1)You’ll find everything 

from sustainable living ideas and energy innovations to music, crafts and children’s activities.  People come from all over 
central Missouri.  

Our League has had a booth at the Fair each year since it was first launched.  This is a worthwhile, short-term edu-
cational project that is always rewarding and fun.    

Sign up now for one of the 90 minute slots to help staff the booth; two people will be scheduled for each period. If 
you are a new member or less active member, this is a good way to be involved.  And rest assured - you’ll be scheduled with 
someone who has helped in the past.  To help in any way, contact Win Colwill – Colwillw@gmail.com; or Dick Parker – 
rbparker1@centurytel.net 

Win Colwill, Co-Chair 
Energy Matters Committee 
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Climate Change: Global Concerns—A Review 

 It is ironic that an unexpected record snowfall nearly caused the cancellation of the 
League program, “Climate Change: Global concerns and Local Actions” on March 14.   
   Despite seven inches of snow that accumulated during the day, 45 hardy souls 
found their way to the public library to see the Oxfam film, “Sisters on the Planet”, and hear 
the speakers, one of whom drove 40 miles from her home south of Jefferson City.   
   The film gave viewers a better understanding of the hardships and heavy responsi-
bilities that burden women in impoverished communities around the world, such as Uganda, 
Bangladesh, and Biloxi, Mississippi - burdens made even heavier by climate change impacts 
of flood, drought, and loss of forests for fuel. It also showed the ingenuity and determination of the women to meet the 
challenges and find solutions .  
    Meredith Dornaker, who had lived and worked in two small rural communities in Peru as a Peace Corps volunteer 
for two years, provided her unique perspective of these friendly, hard-working people who became her friends. As an envi-
ronmental educator, she helped children plant and harvest a large garden, plant trees (dubbed “The Children’s Forest”) to 
restore parts of the lost forest, and gain some understanding of climate change.. She told how women were uncertain as 
to when to plant crops because of erratic weather, unusual long drought periods and loss of well water. 
   Anita Randolph, director of DNR’s Division of Energy for 12 years, illustrated the science of climate change 
through graphs and charts with a power point program, and described some of the impacts of climate change already evi-
dent around the world. She concluded her presentation with a comprehensive list of “solutions”, including actions to reduce 
our carbon footprints, at home, at work and on the road. She underscored the importance of communicating with our 
elected officials. 

 During the discussion that followed, a sign-on letter to Senators Blunt, McCaskill and Congressman 
Luetkemeyer was passed around the audience, expressing concern about climate change and requesting 
them to safeguard the EPA’s ability to carry out the Clean Air Act; invest in clean energy technologies; and 
increase financial and technical assistance to people coping with climate change impacts.  
   Evaluations of the program, ably moderated by Holly Burgess, were very positive -“Great!”, “very 
informative and interesting”, “good mix of global and local situations”. 
   Thanks to all who helped make this a successful event in spite of the weather.  

Win Colwill, Co-Chair 
Energy Matters Committee 

 Were you interested in, but unable to attend, the League’s recent programs on  
campaign financing (“If You Prick Them, Do They Bleed? Corporations as Persons”), federal 
health care legislation (“The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act:  How Will It Affect 
You?”) or climate change (see above article)?.  The League now has DVDs of them avail-
able.  If you would like to view them, you may borrow them for two weeks.  Contact Linda Kaiser (474-1407 
or lindaskaiser@gmail.com) to make the arrangements. 
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Membership 

 
If you are a member and wish to receive a membership list, please contact Liz 
Schmidt at 445-0655 or email at lizschmidt@centurytel.net.  
 
To join the League, fill in the information below and mail it, with your check, to Mem-
bership Chair, League of Women Voters, PO Box 239, Columbia, MO  65205. 
Dues are $55 for individuals, $80 for a household and $15 for local students.  (An 
“11” after your name indicates paid for 2011.) 
 
Name___________________________________________________________  
 
Email Address____________________________________________________ 
 
Street____________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________   State______   Zip Code_____________ 
 
Telephone________________________________________________________ 
 
I am particularly interested in ___________________________________________ 
 
(Note: Tax deductible donations to the Education Fund should be a separate check, 
payable to LWVMO Education Fund.) 
 
For more information, contact Liz Schmidt at 445-0655 or Linda Brown at 447-
3939. 

Officers 
President:  Linda Kaiser (474-1407) 
1st Vice President: Rachel Brekhus 
 (875-4295) 
2nd Vice President:  Carol Schreiber 
 (657-1467) 
Secretary: Joni O’Connor (234-1012) 
Treasurer: Liz Schmidt (445-0655) 
 

Board Members & 
Committee Chairs 

Budget: Shirley Troth (634-6157) 
Civil Liberties:  Linda Kaiser &  
 Aline Kultgen (449-2149) 
Communications:  Maydell Senn 
 (445-7844) 
Discussion Groups/Unit Meetings:  
 Midge Pinkerton (445-2052) 
Education: Holly Burgess (449-0625)
 & Zona Burk (234-1083) 
Energy Matters:  Win Colwill (445- 
 4663) & Dick Parker (below) 
Fundraising:   
Historian: Marilyn McLeod (445-3500) 
Hospitality: Pam Springsteel 
 (445-0642) 
CAT TV:  Elaine Blodgett 
 (256-2803) 
Membership:  Linda Lenau Brown  
 (447-3939) & Liz Schmidt 
Mental Health: Lael Von Holt
 (443-7747)  
Nominating:  Sarah Wolcott (449- 
 4407) 
Peace:  Dick Parker (256-4397) 
Special Events:  
Land Use/Sunshine Coalition:  Jo 
  Sapp (443-8964) 
Voter Editors:  Joni O’Connor & 
 Linda Kaiser 
Voter Service: Carol Schreiber 
 

Meetings 
Board:  4th Monday, 6:30 pm, 
    Boone Electric Coop 
Civil Liberties:  2nd Thurs., 1:15 pm* 
Education:  4th Thurs., 6:30 pm* 
Energy Matters:  3rd Tuesday, 1 pm* 
Fundraising:  Varies 
Peace:  2nd Fri., 9 am* 
Voter Service: Varies* 

     *Meetings at Library 

Would you like to see the Voter in color?  Save the League printing and mail-
ing costs?  You can now get the Voter direct to your computer 

early by contacting co-editor Linda Kaiser at  
lindaskaiser@gmail.com.  Let her know you would like to re-

ceive your Voter via email and send Linda the email address to 
which you would like to receive the Voter. 

 

Websites 
 

  lwv.columbia.missouri.org (local) 
  lwvmissouri.org (state)  
  lwv.org (national) 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Columbia – Boone County MO 
P.O. Box 239 
Columbia, MO 65205 
http://lwv.columbia.missouri.org 
 
 
LWV:  Where hands-on work  to safeguard 
democracy leads  to civic  improvement. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 
 

5 
Election Day 

6 7 
Civil Liberties Com.,                   
1:15 pm, Library 
 

8 
Peace Com. Mtg.,    
1 pm, Library 

9 

10 11 12 
Energy Matters 
Mtg., Library, 1 pm 
Anchors Away, 7 
pm Library 

13 14 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
Earth Day Fair 
12-6 pm, Peace 
Park 

18 19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 23 
 

24 25 
Board Mtg., Boone 
Electric, 6:30 pm 
 

26 
Annual Mtg., 
5:30, Jack’s 
 

27 28 29 
Earth Day 

30 
 

May 1 May 2 
 

May 3 May 4 May 5 May 6 May 7 

       


